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Prof, uonald -l*. Hilkes 
School of Law 
The Ufdverdit y of Georgia 
Athens , GK 30602-6012 

Lear Professor Wilkes, 

It is a remarkable coincidence that your article on Hosty's boot^rcached me 
the day I finishes about 70,000 words on it for the record for history, it confirmed 
to me that so me of his les would be persuasive even among some who liave some fami- 
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liarity with the subject matter but" ^ not in the most intimate detail* Hos-^-s is 
1 think the most determinedly dishonest of all the bad books on the ^Bsassination* I 
do not recall a single thing in it that is new and deposable. And it is dominated , 
as lie is, by his s trolly-held political beliefs that are irational. 
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Even hi:; title is a lie. He viqs falcon off the Oswald case as soon as the 

police learned from Oswald, in liosty's presence, that Oswald had left that letter 

fir him. Later he was used for a few oflds and ends on Qow.ild'a background. let the 

hook refers to him as "the load inves tigator too. Tltl-Cj \Jys<f 1/ • 

^ . , * 4 / . 

There nev^r was any proof that Kostikov was a wet haHi jobs expert* Tfee 
CIA's own records admit tliat was a presumption only by those wild political nmts 
they had in Kexico, which is % long and separate stor$u They, with^ambassador Mann, 
tiled \m rd to uno the assassination as a meant! of getting Wolf'd War III started* 

But if he had been, Oswald did not "meit 11 ICostikov* It was another consul who may 
1^30 have been KB, as so many of ours are CIA, and the Hosty mind could, of course 
say it mkkes no differrence; they allare. 

Nechiporenko was part of the money-maJdJig sc many in the USSR went in for as 
soon as they saw the potential. The MSB in tfinski skinned Schiller and that have 
the also greedy Mailer his disaW. I've a long manuscript on tliat for the record for 
history* Tho initial reports on the Nechiporenko book made it clear it wan fiction to 
commercialiK© thg market j did not gat it. 

There is much tliat is .rong with id ewman f s book. I do not have the time to go 
into all of it. ffe knows better than the L^an story he tells. x know that because 
not being able to travel and thu^ not havig^had access to all the records I still 
liave what leaves tliat without question# the CIA T c Box, 57 at the Ar chives, a summary of 
all Mexico City station'fomunications to and from hoadquaerters. That alleged Duran 
concession of liaving had sex with Oswald as beaten but of her when she was/rrested, 
with no charge at all, by the Mexican police, who did that twice at the d eman d of the 
CU lust shots. That scared even CIA. HQ but its warning got there too late to avoid 
the second beating up. Yet based on this itiewman says that Castro was "implicated? in 
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the assassination! f 
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Newman is wrong on the Bjrnguier, Gdio and other stories, too, and his basic 
Hew Orleans lino is fictional, that Oswald as 11 underground" until that "ringuicr 
business that in addition Newman misdates* Oswald was never 'Wdergriund 11 in any 



sense* 
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411 of these people* each beginning with his iwn preconceptions that usualy 
are political, ignore what is most obvious in their attributing the assassination to 
the Cubans or the Soviets, and that begins wii^j the solution to the ^utoa missile 
crisis of 19G2*Tiiat tqflitfeat to the world ended when JFK guaranteed Cuba against any 
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invasion* That public ussur-mce Khrusehev could not make, the reason, one of th e 
reasons he pt those missiles there* There simply is no way that ^astfto would knock 
off his only real protector* 
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That crisis ended with the beginning of Kenedy's and Khrusehev'o groping to- 
ward peace, which each wanted very much* They ^changed some 40 letters the Soviets 
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have been willing to disclo0e but our Stated Department is holding Borne back* There 
is simply no chance in the world that Khruschve any more than ^astro j&bb f erred the 
h^Qk J ohnso to the dove Kennedy* 

I take time for a little more on Newman, whose book does not connect Oswald 
with the CIA* 

He was hero, by invitation, for Thanksgiving t\io or three years afeo, before 
he did his book, after his fine testimony to the Conyers committee on restoring the 
faith of the^5 people, t/bich liked# He spent several hours just giving me the eye, 
rather openly for a man who all those years: in intelligence* I told him of a record 
had that was stolen and how he could replace It, the reaf^ number the Texans age 
the Commission, It was nothl72, which tonnie HudJcms told me he'd mddc up.^t was 
1 1Q669* was excited when he called me the following Monday to tell me he'd 
found ij" ^ xactly whore I'd told him in the Coramisssion t s records. #e did not send me the 
copy he*d promised. I r a£Talso showed him the proof I have from the Navy that Oswald 
had CXtYPTO clearance* It w^/iright at out copier and when I started to make a copy he 
told me not to, that he'd ^t his own* There is no mention in Neuman's book of either 
that number Rankin kept secret or of Oswald's high clearances as a marina. Crypto 
required ^op^ecret* 

Also by coincidence I had a call yesterday from a man who describes himself as 
a retired marine officer* fre was closed Oswald's age and was in the Jacksonville 
class behind Oswald. Instead of being sent to Keesler from there he was sent to I 
think he said Millington , in Tennessee, for the same training, did exactly the 
same work Oswald did and he had, Iiad to Iiave for it, CRYPTO and Top Secret Cleary 
ances. li e said ho would write me more on tills* knew Oswald at Santa Ana but 
not intimately* They rods the bus to work together*^ 



la the course of pret ending to'^mko the investigation it never made the 
government went into^j/ so many diversions and digressions there is no limit on what 
the e^eloitcrs and commaraluli&ers con get into that has nothing at all to do with 
the actualities of the crime itself * Tfhere likewise is little possibility that even those 
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relatively well informed about uthc ssassination can know enfi^ghf t^o evaluate the 
clever falcon* Booty's is rather lioavy-handed and openly dishonest but almost nobddy 
can pi^c it ail up* And when most of us are willing to believe the worst about any 
reus* real or imagined, that makes it easier for them* 

The PBi knew Oswald was not a communist anu^^n mqs in fact strongly anti- 
Communist. x et Hioty refers tju‘oughV''tcT him as a member of the party. 

I think it was one of the many serious t v&gediea that the Commission coincided 
with the Civil Bights Act* Bussell was strongly anti-Communist and 1 believe had boon 
led to believe that Us^ ld was one. told me he believed ^ohnsem appointed hizafeo 
the Comnisson to ke^jrim from Jaading that fight in the Senate and that he fooled ol 1 
lyndon by not leaving bhat to others and instead spending less time on the Commission. 

^ believe that if he h d had the time to go into wliat he did not have time fords he 
^potted the fact that ^ rina had been leaned on to get her to lie and that the single- 
bullet theory was impossible, heVd liave picked up much more tha^was so very, very 
wrong including labelling the anti Communist Oswald as a red. It does not take all 
^hat time and effort, if anyone on the Commission had the interest, to use the 
information it lmd to prove that it knew that Oswald was not and could not have boon 
the assassin, If ihC Bussell's correct belief tliat the basis of the Report was wrong 
I think that with more tine ho’d have gone farther, 

Hosty, by the way, is 100^ wrong, on ITooehko* jj® and Bowman should have been 
asking whey those in the CIA who wanted to prevent his defection v/ant^d that so 
string!;/ and risked so much in the effort. Also what basis there was in fact for all 
the incredible abuse heaped on that man, who was as genuine as could be, as not a signle 
one of the meny stories made up to keep him from deleting was, I have those records 
fro mj the FBI, The short answer on Ilchenko ip liat^heu he told us about those almost 5p 
bugs the KSjfl liad planted in the embassy walls that could not be detected* that wan 
not throw-away information and he liad ti be genuine* 

Hosty lies also in scoring ^sw^ld was sent to tlinsk where there were training 
sc lyiols for spies arid in saying that nwrina's uncle was of the KVD police, ^e was a 
f6^ro:itry oxcart and worked in that fij!ed only* -4rtop be step, he lies about every- 
thing almost always ,just looking it up.Flease accuse tho haste* 

ThankB, undoes t wishes. 






'^nroid V/eisborg 



